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Prof. Chiedozie Egesi 
ED/CEO of NRCRI
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NRCRI GETS 
NEW LOGO 
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ATASP-1 TRAINING ON 

CASSAVA POST-HARVEST 

MANAGEMENT, PROCESSING 

& VALUE ADDITION
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INSTITUTE TO 
PARTNER WITH MOUAU
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NRCRI  AND  SAHEL 
CONSULTING   NUTRITION 
TRAIN  CSEs
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NEXTGEN TRICOT DATA WORKSHOP

The Survey Division of the Nextgen Cassava Breeding 
Project organized a Triadic Comparison of 
Technologies (TRICOT) workshop to review her 
previous works and explore appropriate approaches 

to facilitate variety release, recently at NRCRI Umudike.  TRICOT is a methodology that empowers farmers to quickly identify 
those traits and clones that suit their local conditions as stakeholders in the cassava value chain.

In her welcome address, the TRICOT lead in the institute, Dr TessyMadu said the workshopwasorganized byNRCRI, 
Umudikeand the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Ibadan to enable data validation, and harmonize 

studyprotocol in line with guidelines for variety release going forward. In attendance were the TRICOT teams from 

NRCRI SCIENTIST ATTRACTS BAYER'S 

GRANTS 4AG PROGRAM AWARDS 

Bayer Grants4Ag program recently, awarded 21 research 

scientists drawn across 8 different countries for the 2023 

cohort of Grants4Ag.

Speaking in an interview with Dr IhuomaOkwuonu, the 

award recipient from Nigeria,In an interaction with the 

award recipient from Nigeria, Dr Ihuoma Okwuonu. She  

said that the work will focus on the gene editing of local 

varieties. 

In her words "This work will research on producing cassava 

varieties that are resistant to Cassava Bacteria Blight 

disease. This disease hardly presents  as a problem but the 

unfortunate thing is that it causes colossal loss when it hits 

your farm.  It greatly affects yield  leading to loss of planting 

materials and  whatever little materials that you are able to 

save, still dies back at the end of the day". Dr Okwuonu 

Okwuonu
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NRCRI  
Annual Review 
And Planning 

Workshop

H O L D S H E R 

disclosed that cassava bacteria blight motivated her 

research on how to develop resistant varieties using 

genome editing technology.

When asked how her project will help in enhancing food 

security in Nigeria, she said that "the release of CBB 

resistant cassava cultivars will go a long way in ensuring 

high resistance to CBB menace in our fields thereby leading 

to high yield at harvest. 

"One thing is that we do not know what really triggers the 

incidence of this CBB as you might not see it this year but by 

the next year it becomes an epidemic affecting food 

availability. You will lose planting materials and  the yield 

will not be enough to sustain food security”.

"As a matter of fact, the introduction of resistant cultivars 

will give farmers the assurance and calmness not to bother 

about CBB incidence," she added.

This year's program addressed three innovation themes 

integral to Bayer's R&D efforts in its Crop Science division: 

sustainability traits, plant transformation technologies, 

and the gene editing potential of local plant varieties. It 

provides both financial and mentorship resources, with 

awards ranging from 5,000 to 15,000 Euro in addition to 

access to some of Bayer's leading Crop Science researchers 

as mentors for the duration of the program. 
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 NRCRI 
Seminar 

Laying of foundation for the 1000 capacity 

International Conference Centre during  the

Workshop

During the reporting period, some National Root Crops 
Research Institute(NRCRI), Umudike scientists made  
presentations on the following  topics.

Dr Solo Afuape's presentation was on "Breeding 

Orange-fleshed sweet potato for high dry matter 

content and resistance to sweet potato virus 

disease"

Dr Rachel Omodamiro on "the Development and 

evaluation of orange-fleshed sweet potato based 

food drink extruded snack for vitamin A deficiency 

control"

Dr. OkezieChukwuemeka; Impact of global solar 

radiation on growth and yield of ginger plants.

Dr. Victoria Okafor  ;  Management and Utilization of 

Serials in Federal University Libraries in South East 

Nigeria

Dr. Chioma Harbor on" Harnessing the Health 

benefits of Hausa potato leaves in Diarrhea control". 
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Mr Chidi Akuchie (representative of PAL pension scheme) on "Harnessing the benefits of the new 
Pension Reform Act by employees"

Dr Joy Adiele's presentation was on "Climate-Smart Agriculture for food security and Environmental 

Sustainability.

Dr Okezie Chukwuemeka� Harnessing the power of Root and Tuber crops for sustainable development 

(Cassava has the potential in the production of bioplastics, which are sustainable alternatives to 

traditional petroleum-based plastics)

Dr Ann Nkiruka kanu   on  "Anti Diabetic properties of Yam,  Moringa  Seed,  meal on alloxan 

Monohydrate induced male albino  rats"

Dr Chukwuemeka Nkere   on  " Early warning  System in Plant Health Management"
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BSN 
EXCO 
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MAIDEN CAREER
DAYOF NRCRI 
STAFF SCHOOL 
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21st ANNIVERSARY/ 
DELIVERANCE/
THANKSGIVING
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E D, Prof.  Egesi plants a tree      Dr. G.N Asumugha  
plants a tree,

Public Health 
Worker Sensitizes
NRCRI  Nursing 
Mothers.

Dr. Uloaku Emma-Ukaegbu 
as she delivered a seminar
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    Across Section of participants at the occasion
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We thank you for being supportive, kind and willing to 

make this administration succeed. We are very grateful .
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11 NEW INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS
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 OPINION POLL 

 Dr Justin Ewuziem. 
The Head, NRCRI, Nyanya  Out station,

Professor 

Egesi is very

 legitimate and 

works hard to 

make things 

happen, 

“

“
“

“

My ED is trying
 his best in 

my station and I
 scored him 

excellent within
 a very short 
period of his

 administration.

“

“



NRCRI BU
LL

ET
IN

Commissioning of the 
Newly Built Office Complex
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NRCRI, 
MOUAU  
LINKAGE
GATE  
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NRCRI  
LIBRARY 
C O M P L E X  
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OUTSIDE OF THE LIBRARY COMPLEX 
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NRCRI AND  MOUAU
 COLLABORATES
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